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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

REMINDERS

Class structures for 2019 will be 9 x mainstream classes and 2 x regional
special classes. In 2019 the leadership team will be comprised of: Principal
(Steve Clarke), Deputy Principal (Danielle Green), Student Wellbeing Leader
(TBA) and Student Support Co-ordinator (TBA). This dynamic leadership
team will strengthen opportunities for both building teacher capacity and
increasing student learning outcomes. The new school improvement model
will have a three-year focus on reading and will create a number of new
teaching roles to support this. This includes a Junior Primary Reading Support
Teacher, a Primary Reading Support Teacher, a Special Education Teacher,
a Speech Pathologist and a Wellbeing Support Teacher.

ASSEMBLY
FRIDAY 14th
DECEMBER 9:00

REPORTS AND CLASSES
Reports will be given out Wednesday 12th December. You will be informed
of your child’s room number for 2019. For those classes without an allocated
teacher, a letter will be sent in January to provide more information.
THANK YOU
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank all teaching
and ancillary staff for the amazing contributions they’ve made to Elizabeth
South Primary School community and wish them a safe and relaxing festive
season.
FAREWELL
Congratulations to Sarah Soroush who has won a Behaviour Coach role in
the Para Hills Portfolio, starting in 2019. Sarah will be working with a number
of schools to support teachers and leaders to implement behaviour
processes and strategies.
Sarah has been our Student Wellbeing Leader for 2018 and has shown a
commitment to promoting safe and supportive learning environments for all
students and staff. She made strong relationships with staff, students and
families and demonstrated a calm, supportive approach at all times.
I wish Sarah all the very best in her new career path and want to thank her
for her contribution to Elizabeth South Primary School.

FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE
Available from the canteen after school on
Thursday 13th December
With free balloon animals and lucky dip

EARLY DISMISSAL
FRIDAY 14th
DECEMBER 2:00

2019

SCHOOL YEAR
COMMENCES
TUESDAY
29th JANUARY
8:50am
BIRTHDAYS
Madison R

Athena

Tasneem

Makella

Sean

James Ha

Madelyn C

Bailey P

Cameran

Alif

Emma

Terrence

Noah H

Zoe

Declan A

Roma Nina

Yamintara

Star

Corey J

Noah V

Annika

Lilly

Tremayne

Mackenzie

Sianna

Brayden

Matlida R

Riley W

Darryl
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THE YEAR THAT WAS...
In 2018 we have had a strong focus on the Arts, as we understand the neurological benefits of
participating in both music and creative arts. The music program provided by the Musica Viva
Residency supported over 50% of our students from years 2-7 with weekly tuition and opportunities to
explore different genres of music. All students in the 6/7 class received weekly music lessons from an
Instrumental Music Teacher in either a brass or woodwind instrument. This culminated in a primary music
performance at Shedley Theatre to celebrate their learning.
Students from years 2-7 were involved in a successful Wakakirri story dance performance, resulting in a
number of performance awards including 'Best On-stage Teamwork' and 'Excellent Theme/Concept'.
The Primary Choir performed at The Festival of Music and The Northern Choir, with two Aboriginal
students performing on the didgeridoo over a number of nights to open the festival.
We engaged the services of Footsteps to provide a dance program to all students in term 4 and
choreograph the Year 7 Graduation dance. We worked with composer Adam Page to create a range
of music genres and performed to the school community. We had a whole school excursion to the
Adelaide International Youth Film Festival at Norwood Cinema, where all students experienced being
film critics for the day.
The Playford City Council created a short film of the history of Elizabeth South Primary School, which was
screened for the public, school community and the Mayor in our gymnasium. A time capsule was
buried which included samples of student work as well as a digital copy of the film.
Our students were also extremely lucky to be involved in a number of incursions and excursions over the
year, as well as quality school events to celebrate learning in sports, reading and Science. These
learning experiences provide students with opportunities to expand their horizons, learn about the world
and consolidate their classroom learning.
Professional learning highlights have included; whole school trauma-informed practice training through
the Berry Street Education Model, Nature Pedagogy learning for the early years staff, whole school
reading consultancy with Margaret Menner, Maths Misconceptions with Tierney Kennedy and Leah
O'Neill for R-6 staff and a range of Aboriginal Education opportunities including the ATSI STEM Congress.

ACKNOWLEDGING GOVERNING COUNCIL MEMBERS
Thank you for being such a positive and productive group throughout 2018. We really appreciate your
commitment to meeting twice a term and supporting our improvement agenda. Your input into school
wide decision making and events is highly valued and appreciated. We acknowledge that many of
the 2018 highlights would not have been possible without your input and ongoing support. We
encourage all of you to consider becoming a member of the Elizabeth South Primary School
Governing Council in 2019.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank families for their support this year and to wish
you all a safe and happy holiday period.

Happy Holidays from the staff at ESPS
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THE YEAR THAT WAS...

2018

BOOKS IN HOMES ASSEMBLY
On Wednesday 5th December, we had our final assembly for
Books in Homes. We had a visit from Doctor Zed who talked to
the primary kids about the power of imagination and how they
can be anything they want to be in life. A big thankyou to
Mainfreight and Scholastic who have continued to support our
kids with free books and their love of reading each year.

GOODBYE TO OUR YEAR 7 STUDENTS
On Wednesday 5th December the year 7 students had their graduation ceremony.
The 27 graduates looked fantastic and were so excited to be graduating. Their parents/caregivers and
family members were beaming with pride (and shed some tears) that their child had finished their
primary school life and were about to start the next chapter.
Professional photographers took photographs of all the students and their families throughout the night
and captured the excitement and shock on students faces when they won awards, received their
medals and performed for their families.
Students played We Will Rock You on their woodwind and brass instruments and performed a dance
piece to Cup of Life by Ricky Martin. Every graduate performed to their absolute best on the night and
it was such a pleasure to watch.
The graduates and staff attended a celebratory dinner at Sfera’s in Modbury where we all enjoyed
arancini balls, schnitzel and a very large lolly buffet.
Congratulations to all year 7 students on a wonderful graduation and a fantastic year. We are so very
proud of you all and what you have achieved throughout your primary school years. You should all be
very happy with yourselves and all of your achievements. Remember “You will succeed (98¾ percent
guaranteed)” Dr Seuss – Oh the Places You’ll Go

